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The Keynote 


Newsletter of FISTS CW Club, the active chapter of the 


International Morse Preservation Society 


“Accuracy Transcends Speed” 


m = Further che use of CW 


mM Encourage newcomers to use CW 
mM Engender friendships among members 


“When You’ve Worked A FISTS , You’ve Worked A Friend” 


Slow Traffic Net: Tuesday & Thursday 9pm EST on 3.682 
Century Award Net: Sunday 2000Z on 14.058MHz 


Accuracy Transcends Speed 


AOUE TET KE SONOS, AMERICA MY 


Saturday QSO Groups: 14.058 at 2000Z and 7.058 at 23004 
Please keep watch on the Novice Bands and freqencies ending in .x58 (.058, .158, .258 etc) 


Slow Ragchewing Group: W8Bi 8pm EST Wed on 3.720 


Courtesy At All Times 


Hello FISTS! I hope you had a terrific holiday sea- 
son and things are getting back to the old routine for 
you. I still have my Christmas tree up, but taking it 
down is the next thing on the agenda after the Key- 
note gets to the printer. I really hate to take it down, I 
spent three evenings putting the lights on. Instead of 
stringing them around the tree m a circular fashion, | 
went wrapped each branch separately. It took for- 
ever, but looked wonderful because you couldn’t see 
the wire from the light strands. I have the feeling it’s 
going to take me at least three days to remove them, 
too. 


Geo took a bréak this month and didn’t write a Key- . 


Note, so I took advantage of having the extra room 
by including a membership roster. The roster includes 
both the DX and North American FISTS and runs 
ten pages, so [ had to cut back on the regular text of 
the newsletter. I have a whole pile of letters and info 
to include, but it will have to wait until the next issue. 
Sorry if] told you that something you sent to me would 
be in this issue - I just couldn’t fit it all in. 


Of course, the minute the list is published, it’s obso- 
lete because we’re growing so quickly, but I hope it’s 
a help to you. Please make a note of the callsigns in 
the ‘corrections’ and ‘call changes’ column on page 
3 and make the necessary corrections on the list, which 
was printed before some of the corrections could be 
made. Thanks to Ed N7CFA for the work he puts 
into making and maintaining this list for FISTS! 


We're starting out 1998 with a passing of the Awards 
Manager torch from Lee, NONVV, to Joe, N3BHL. 
Lee has been our NAFAM for a few years now, and 
he thought it was time to give someone else an oppor- 
tunity to get involved in the group - as well as give 
him some time to get on the air. Lee is still active in 
FISTS, he’s donating the space for our popular Web 
page. I’m sure you join me in thanking Lee for all his 
work over the years. He was a terrific help nm my 
keeping my sanity when we had the Century Rules 
Revision Revolt! 
18ue€ Fl 1993 7 $78 


Please be patient while we make the paperwork tran- 
sition from Lee to Joe. Joe’s address is on the inside 
cover “How Do I...” list. Many thanks to Joe for 
agreeing to take over this very important FISTS ap- 
pointment! 


Send your logs for the Basic Century, QRP Century, 
WAS, and WAS/QRP to Joe. If you are claiming the 
Gold, Diamond or Platinum award, send your logs 
directly to England. Those awards are issued directly 
from England, so please include sufficient return post- 
age for the certificate from England. 


Randy, K8EZ, who took care of making and distrib- 
uting the FISTS Club Presentation packages has de- 
cided to get out of the ham radio hobby and even sell 
his equipment. If anyone would be interested in tak- 
ing over this job, please let me know. It involves send- ’ 
ing out the presentations and sample newsletters to 
people who request it. It would be handy if you had 
Email capability, but not necessary. A big Thank You 
to Randy for designing our Presentation package. 
Those of you who have used it know what a super 
professional kit it is! It’s resulted in many new FISTS 
members and has enlightened many people who oth- 
erwise wouldn’t know about FISTS about the club. 


We are sponsoring the Novice Round Up the week- 
end of Feb 13. It would be great to have this be a 
success, so please help out by spreading the word - 
post it on packet, put it in your local club newsletters 
and repeaters, whereever you think Novices and Techs 
might be hanging out. The problem really isn’t get- 
ting people to work the Novice/Techs, it getting the 
Novice/Techs an the air! 


The Century Award Net has been revamped with a 
rotation Net Control Station setup that includes NCS 
from different geographic locations in the country. 
One week out of the month, you should be able to 
have a NCS hear you - check in and check it out! 
I’ve been able to check in the last couple weeks, so 
hope to see you there! On with your KeyNote.... 


Cal CLs (VEWSLE 7 TER al 


TG9ANS 
KORDF 
N7FF 
W4LAN 
NOFA 
K8JRE 
K8VWP 
K7HLR 
KE3CR 
K8BVJ 
KC7VAG 
KC7VAI 
KC8CZI 
AI4ED 
KC7DXT 
WIJDI 


K7CDN 
K6TV 


VA3BBW 
K4VRT 
KBOROB 
N4XHI 
AE4QG 
N6XR 
K6YR 
KBICCI 
AC50C 
WDSHFI 
NIMR 
KC7TNT 
KC4VEB 
N2PD 
KV8X 
KMSCW 
WB80ZX 
N4ONT 
KF4LMU 
KC8FIW 
KB2WXx!I 
KMSBJ 
KB4GQA 
N4ZZK 
WS5NVK 
W3ZVT 
AB7TU 
N6LXZ 
KA7PMD 
N3ENB 
K3BP 


KE6WAR 


WM4U 
VE7API 
XE2AUB 


Welcome to the aad FISTS 


Eliseo 4184 Guatemala 
Robert 4185 MO 

Frank 4186 CA  (KE6YNR) 
Lan 4187 JIL (WN4BOT) 
Fay 4188 IL (WAIGAG) 
Joe 4189 MI 

Steve 4190 MI 

Ray 4191 UT 

Giles 4192 DE 

Jack 4193 MI  (W4HZD) 
Bob 4194 ID (WA7MMG) 
Victor 4195 ID (WA7MMG) 
David 4196 OH  (KEIAF) 
Ed 4197 FL 

Jere 4198 OR  (AF9H) 
Charles 4199 MA 

Gene 4200 MY  (K7PGL) 
Tom 4201 CA 

Bruce 4202 ONT (KA2KD)) 
Jim 4203. FL (AA8PJ) 
Harold 4204 MN _  (AAOX)) 
Dave 4205 GA (NC5S) 
Mark 4206 VA 

Mario 4207 CA : 
Rob 4208 CA (W7GB) 
Chet 4209 MA 

Dale 4210 AR 

Jim 4211 LA 

Mark 4212 VT 

Joe 4213. AZ 

Daniel 4214 NC 

Paul 4215 PA 

Al 4216 MI 

Joe 4217 TX 

Mac 4218 MI 

Barry 4219 GA 

Roland 4220 GA (KC8D) 
John 4221 MI 

Stuart 4222 NY (KK5GW) 
Mark 4223 MS (KCS5AFL) 
Jack 4224 GA (NCS5S) 
Al 4225 GA 

Emie 4226 CA  (K7FD) 
Tim 4227 PA 

Tom 4228 OR  (W6DDB) 
Joel 4229 CA (K7ZR) 
Steve 4230 WA _ (N3RSD) 
Swede 4231 AZ  (KB3AVS) 
Ben 4232 MD _ (KS5HLR) 
Richard4233 CA  (KC7QOP) 
Pete 4234 TN 

Hugo 4235 BC 

Benjamin 4236 (Mer 'co 


WD6DCG 
AAIPD 
WBOQQT 
KC8BDM 
KA9SEDR 
W4PM 
KOMIF 
W6MWY 
WOHIW 
WA7THF 
K4UFS 
WIKI 
KFOGE 
KT8Z 
K4JSE 
KC8GOI 
KF4WK 
N3BNA 
KT3A 
LUSHU 
KI6DS 
WA2LOS 
K9HS 
NSUPT 
NITP 
KM5GM 
KC2CPQ 
WB8NMK 
W4VWH 
WBS8IVF 
K5IUO 
KA4TBC 
W4DNZ 
NX8L 
N1IYVH 
K4ORD 
W4UUU 
NIYK 
N4KCJ 
NOWR 
W4RTW 
KBONVA 
KC7RZA 
W7TCI 
WB8GRH 
KE4KKR 
KD4URC 
KS5IHV 
N4ST 
WBSTTW 
NT8X 
NOTP 
K4IBP 


John 4237 CA 

George 4238 ME 

Steve 4239 ME 

Jim 4240 OH 

Leo 4241 IN (KB9MZK) 
Puck 4242 VA 

Wayne 4243 WI (W6DDB) 
Bob 4244 CA  (AC6TO) 
Steve 4245 IL (KG9KK) 
Emie 4246 CA (W3CV) 
Richard4247 AL 

John 4248 WA 

Earl 4249 MOvckapTu/KAIKAX) 
Virgil 4250 OH  (NEOC) 
Ray 4251 FL (WD80CV) 
Dan 4252 WV (KC8GOJ) 
Lewis 4253 TN (G3ZQS) 
Dale 4254 PA (WSWWW) 
Cameron 4255 PA 

Hugo 4256 Argentina (WB2FXK) 
Doug 4257 CA  (K5FO) 
Kevin 4258 NY 

Kevin 4259 IL (KB9IWH) 
Debbie 4260 TX (AD5X) 
Tom 4261 FL (webpage) 
John 42620K(w5NKC/wBS5NKD) 
Bob 4263 NY (WIAAE) 
Ron 4264 OH  (KBS8KIK) 
Jarvis 4265 VA 

Herb 4266 OH  (KEA4LIA) 
Bud 4267 TX (WB4VFN) 
Jerry 4268 WA  (N7CFA) 
Phii 4269 TN (KASQYR) 
Gary 4270 OH  (W8DAN) 
Jim 4271 MA _ (N2SLR) 
Riley 4272 VA (K4UK) 
Ed 4273 FL (K5HLR) 
Perley 4274 ME  (K2JY) 
Danny 4275 TN (K6DF) 
Don 4276 WI (WA9SPWP) 
Jack 4277 NC (W4DON) 
Harry 4278 NE (KBOZTN) 
Carl 4279 OR  (AB7RJ) 
Fred 4280 TX (K8EHE) 
Ron 4281 IL (WZ8C) 
Ed 4282 NC (W4DON) 
Richard 4283 FL 

LC. 4284 TX (KA4IFF) 
Jim 4285 VA (webpage) 
Jerry 4286 TX (W7MAP) 
Bob 4287 WV (AISL) 
Gary 4288 MO (WBOCFF) 
Jack 4289 TN (KS6Z) 


W6AWO Dick 4290 
KC8EFP Bob 4291 
KE6ZTQ Rick 4292 
K8BBM Dave 4293 
NJ4K Jerry 4294 
AAODYQ Gene 4295 
NOQMQ Bob 4296 
none yet Hugh 4297 
WB6FRZ John 4298 
WB6ZFG Randy 4299 
W8AG Caltalpa ARS 4300 
KBiCGA Tom 4301 
WO0SGC Steve 4302 
AAOIB Tom 4303 
W70ST Dave 4304 
WA6IQM Ken 4305 
KE6FFF Gene 4306 
K9GBD Clyde 4307 
WASCW Leo 4308 
WA4LDQ Bob 4309 
KK5E Russ 4310 
KE9B Fred 4311 
N3SVK Jerry 4312 
KB5RCF David 4313 
KL7VIC Victor 4314 
AE4GH Philip 4315 
W80KV Aubrey 4316 
WIJAS Joe 4317 
KF4BOU Chris 4318 
HP1AC Cam 4319 
N3ZPQ Frank 4320 
KB2FJH Pat 4321 
KI8AF Gregory4322 
N8LDY Chuck 4323 
no call yet Lafayette 4324 
KS5JHP Bill 4325 
WS8EUI Jim 4326 
W80HC Bob 4327 
W5SVU Tony 4328 
KJ50Q Jim = 4329 
W8NLQ Rudy 4330 
KB7PTK Jason 4331 
KB7WTK Carol 4332 
AAISK Kristin 4333 
K6EKB Ed 4334 
AKOI Emil 4335 
KF4EIB Gordon 4336 
- KN8AZN Fred 4337 
NOKM David 4338 
» AEOS Dale 4339 
KK7EW Gary 4340 
AC9K Allen 4341 
KBOPCI Wayne 4342 


CA (KB9GKX) 
OH (W3RMD) 
CA (K6TV) 
NE (Webpage) 
NC (AI9L/AF9R) 
KS (W6DDB) 
VA (K5HLR) 
CA : 
CA (W7MXQ) 
MI (WB8BSE) 
VT 
CO  (KCSAFL) 
MO (K5DMC) 
NV (N6RNP) 
CA (W6GG) 
CA (W6DDB) 
co 
IL (KB8ZVD) 
NC (K4AHM) 
TX (AF5Z) 
IN (K8LEN) 
PA (N30N) 
™ (NSYFC) 
AK  (WAORSX) 
KY (AI9L/AF9H) 
MI (KB8NTE) 
CT 
VA (W4GEO) 
Panama (AI9L) 
MD 
NY  (N2PD) 
MI (K3WWP) 
MI (webpage) 
ID (K5HLR) 
TX (KK5NA) 
MI (NEOC) 
OH (K8UGL) 
MA (NIYXU) 
MS (KF6GUH) 
OH (WOGV) 
MT (K7PGL) 
MT (K7PGL) 
VT  (KB2PLW) 
CA (N6RNP) 
IL 
NC (AE4IC) 
NI (N3ZGZ) 
co 
MO (N3A0) 
UT (AI9L) 
WI 
MN 


CORRECTIONS 


David #4009 is NOVPZ, not NOVPZ. 
John #4144 is WASKOI, not WA5LOI 
Phil #4135 is WIRFW, not NIRFW 


CALL CHANGES 


Bob #3474 was KCSHLO, is now KSEYE. 
Jeff #3100 was VA3JEF, isnow VEIJFA 
Kevin #3993 was KF6MBG, is now KQ6TV 
Dwight #2765 was KB9JAI, is now W9YQ 
Herb #3861 was N4UE, is now W3HL 
Richard #1990 was KC7LSO, is now KK7LB 
Jan #3934 was KBOWOQT, is now NOQT 

Jim #3562 was KBORGU, is now NOWE 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


To Dwight W9YQ (KB9JAD #2765 on his upgrade 
to Extra 

_.To Richard KK7LB (KC7LSO) #1990 on his up- 
grade to Advanced! 

To Jan NUQT (KBOWQT) on making Extra! 


WANTED: 
Indecent Language Ham Recordings 


One of the goals FISTS member Joe Falcone 
N8TI has during his term as ARRL Great Lakes Di- 
rector is to take those who use indecent language off 
the amateur bands. Joe is looking for tape recordings 
of alleged offenders to use as proof to the FCC that 
the problem is nationwide. 

The tapes have to be of good quality and clearly 
demonstrate that a violation has taken place. The best 
way to do this is make a direct connection between 
your receiver and the tape recorder. 

Send the tape to Joe Falcone, 9614 Arden Ave, Livo- 
nia MI 48150. Be sure to include information about 
the transmission - frequency, time, date along with 
your name and any information you may have of the 
alleged offender. 


January Photopage Winner 


The photopage winner for January 1998 is WASBIJ, 
Vince. Vince wins a FISTS patch and stickers, just 
for sending in his photo for our photopages. You can 
have a chance at being our lucky winner by sending 
your photo (with your face about the size of a quar- 
ter) to Ken W8ROG at the address on the inside cover 
“How Do I...” Photos cannat be resized or returned. 


FISTS 10th Anniversary Special Event 


The list below was complied from the letters, logs, and 
e-mails that were sent to Nancy, WZ8C, after the FISTS 
10th Anniversary Special Event. Apologies to anyone 
who sent in a report and is not included. 


This was a fun event and I know that there are many, 
many stations that participated and are not mentioned 
here. I had a great time with this and made lots of memo- 

‘ rable QSO’s. Heard lots of FISTS and non-FISTS mem- 
bers having a wonderful time making new friends during 
this Special Event. 


Rag chewing seemed to be the plan of the day and at the 
close of the weekend I don’t believe there was a loose 
thread, frayed hem, or ragged edge to be found. Listed 


alphabetically by call sign. 

AC6Q0 Claire 1992 A Few! 
AI9SL Jess 1772, 24 
BV2TA Tony 1884 10 
K3WWP John 2002 21 
K4UK Stan 2934 21 
K6DF Dennis 3076 22 
KAIOX Wayne 2489 12 
KB800M Sam 1582, 8KB9IWH 
Bill 2702 «14 

KCS5SAM Virginia 2911 5 
KC8D Dennis 3132 3 
KD6VMY Emie 3476 26 
KE6YNR Tony 3535 25 
KF6GUH Becky 2961 10 
KQ6ES John 2406 18 
KT4YY Roger 2418 9 
N2WG Bill 3657 4 
N4GD Gerald 1019 65 
N7CFA Ed 1402 28 
NP4FW Hector 2531 39 
WI1FHP Bob 2943 22 
WIZZL Bob 3605 t 
W3DV Scott 1975 13 
W4ITU Bert 1999 23 
W6AR Dwight 3436 3 
W7GB Den 2108 + 18 
W8PBO Art 866 A Bunch! 
WASY Russ 1721 20 
WAS8BIJ Vince 905 13 
WASPWP Paul 2153 26 


Special Event Soap Boxlt was fun being the object of a 
pile-up. (Art W8PBO) Had a blast, worked 15 meters, 
lots of action an the band. (Becky KF6GUH/FSE) Con- 
ditions were great with most RST at 599. (Roger 
KT4YY) All fun QSO’s. Some quite long winded. (Bert 


W4ITU) Seven of my eight contacts were made 
in the Novice bands. (Sam KB800M) I could 
not devote full time to our special event as the 
coast line of Calif. made WX history . . . we had 
a hurricane heading for San Diego. (Emie 
KD6VMY) I worked six stations on Novice band 
but no Novices. (Jess AI9L} I may have set a 
record for the fewest QSO’s during the FISTS 
special event weekend, (1). (Bob W1ZZL) Near 
the end of the special event I had a QSO with 
non-FISTer, Randy, KS4L, and he asked if I'd 
be his sponsor. (Don W7GB) That is the first 
CW special event I have ever participated in. It 
was great fun. (Virginia KCS5SAM) I concen- 
trated my work in the novice band, my first time 
there in awhile. It was fun. (Bill N2WG) Can 
we come up with an excuse to do this again some- 
time? (Iohn K3WWP) I agree with John, 
K3WWP. Let’s do this again sometime soon! 
Thanks to all who sent in logs, letters, e-mails 
and comments. Dennis K6DF 


NOVICE ROUNDUP 


Novice Round-Up, sponsored by 
FISTS CW Club will be held starting Friday Feb 
13 at 1700 UTC to Monday Feb 16 2400 UTC. 

Novice/Tech stations get points for work- 
ing anyone. Above Tech get points only for work- 
ing Novice/Tech stations. No repeater contacts. 

Count 2 points for CW and 1 point for 
Phone. Exchange: Call Sign, Name, RST, License 
Class, QTH. Total of 50 multipliers, one for each 
state worked. 

Score = (number of Cw QSO's times 2, 
plus the number of Phone QSO's), times number 
of multipliers worked. 

Certificates to the winners and the top 
scoring Novice and Non-Novice will get a one year 
free membership in FISTS CW Club. 

Send Logs and summary sheets and check 
sheets to. NOVICE ROUND-UP, c/o Dennis 
Franklin K6DF, 4658 Capitan Dr., Fremont, CA., 
94536-5448, postmarked no later than March 16, 
1998. 


We need your help to spread the word about our 
Novice Round-Up! Please put the information in 
your local club newsletters, talk to the Novice/ 
Techs you know (or haven’t had the chance to in- 
troduce yourself to yet ) - invite them to your shack 
to get their feet wet inthe Round-Up. 

BE AN ELMER - IT’S-A GOOD THING! 


QRP With John Shannon K3WWP 
A couple of issues ago I asked you to tell me about 


your most memorable QRP QSO, and I would tell 
you about mine. Itis very hard to decide on just one. 

I guess when you work the last of something, like 
the 50thstate - or the first of something, like the Ist 
Asia QSO - thoseare ones that stick in our minds. 

I remember working 4Z4DX on 30M one evening 
for my firstever QSO with Asia, and my last conti- 
nent. Another Asian QSOsticks in my mind - the first 
time I ever worked Japan. Here isthe country with the 
most amateurs in the world, and I justcouldn’t work 
it, mainly because of the difficult path thatpasses 
through the auroral zone. Finally in the CQ WW DX 
contestin 1996, I made it. What a thrill to have 
JA3ZOH come back to me,and getting his QSL in 
just a couple of weeks. First QSO’s on a particular 
band are also memorable. Iremember well working 
K3KLC on 160M. I never thought you could 
doanything with QRP on that band, but I was wrong. 
I now have 40states there. 1 also remember my first 
QSO on 12M with KOOSW. Iremember that one be- 
cause 12M was the last of the HF bands that Igot on, 
and that one meant I now had QRP QSO’s on all 9 
HF bands. ; 

My most memorable QSO of all came on 30M. 
On May 10, 1996 at0036Z in the evening I was just 
calling my usual 3 X 2 CQ tryingto get my QSO for 
that day keeping my streak of days with atleast 1 QRP 
QSO going. After a few tries, a weak signal answered 
me. The call started with a V so I immediately thought 
it must bea VE6 or VE7, but the second letter wasn’t 
an Eoran A, it was aK. Well, I figured now it had to 
be an Aussie maritime mobilesomewhere. No, he 
didn’t sign slant anything after the call, just VK6HQ. 
I still couldn’t believe it, and thought it was 
someonejust fooling around. I went through with the 
QSO, and he wascopying me very well, maybe a little 
better than I was copyinghim in my excitement. He 
gave his QTH as near Perth which I knewwas in west- 
em Australia, and just about as far from my QTH 
ascould be and still be on the Earth. We exchanged 
info for a fewminutes, and said 73’s. Now I won- 
dered if it was legitimate. 

I got my QSL in the mail the next day with an 
SAE and anIRC, and waited. In about a week or 10 
days, I got a card backfrom John, and I knew then I 
had made a QRP QSO halfway aroundthe world. 
There is a possibility the QSO was long path 
whichwould even add a little more to the distance that 
my signals travelled. 

That’s my most memorable one till something bet- 
ter comesalong, and I doubt it will. I’d still like to 
hear about vours 


As we start the new year (it’s Jan 3rd as P’'m writ- 
ing this),I’d like to say how gratifying it is to hear 
about all the QRPoperation that is being done by 
FISTS members. In every issue ofthe Keynote, there 
are many mentions of QRP. If you are a newmember 
of FISTS who is interested in QRP, and would like to 
readsome of my past columns, they are all available 
on my web site athttp://www.geocities.com/ 
CapeCanaveral/3852/ | There are many awards 
available for QRP operation. Our ownFISTS club 
has two very fine awards, the QRP Century (1 
haveaward # 002), and the 2 way QRP Century (I 
have # 001). With thelarge number of FISTS now 
running QRP, these should be easier andeasier to eam. 

Several of the major awards are also honored with 
a QRPendorsement. The Worked All States from 
ARRL has such anendorsement, and is fairly easy to 
eam. It’s an attractive awardmade even more so with 
the QRP sticker on it. Another popularaward is 
Worked All Continents from the [ARU andthe ARRL. 
It isavailable from the ARRL, and can be endorsed 
for QRP operation. 

One big award that is not endorsed for QRP is the 
DXCC. Why,] don’t know. I have heard that ARRL 
has no way of proving thatyou actually operated QRP 
for the DXCC. Yet, they believe you forWAS and 
WAC. To use a currently popular phrase - go figure! 

Of course, the QRP ARCI has many awards for 
QRP, as do someof the other QRP clubs. There are 
also other organizations thatissue QRP awards. If you 
would like a listing of just about everyham radio award 
there is, you can contact my friend, KIBV whom 
Thave known since the 60’s when he was KIGUD, 
and we were involvedin the county hunter’s net to- 
gether. He publishes an awarddirectory, and would 
be glad to give you further info if youcontact him via 
his callbook address, or via Email 
atk] bv@top.monad.net. 

Larry, KE8LF writes via Email: “Enjoy reading 
your QRParticle in “KEYNOTE” J operate QRP also 
with a Argonaut 509. Ireally enjoy QRP. In the sum- 
mer months I take my 509 with me tomy camper. I 
use a long wire antenna thru a home brew tuner.Don’t 
have any complaints of TVI. Everyone has an exter- 
nal TVantenna there. I also use a home brew vertical 
with base loadcoil on 20 meters.” Good point about 
no TVI, Larry. That’s true. 

I also received a nice Email from NIODL, 
but don’t have roomin this column. Ill get to it next 
column, and try to cover somemore of your comments 
as well. For now, 73 in 98. Write me at 478 E. High 
St., Kittanning,PA 16201-1304 or Email to 
johnshan@alitel.net -30- 


FISTS QSL Bureau 
By Stan Reas, KAUK 


Thought I'd respond to some of the questions which 
have been E-mailed to me or enclosed with the SASE's 
and/or cards we have received. 


Can I send you cards for QSO's with DX FISTS 
members? 

Yes sir, echoing what George said in his ODDS 
N' ENDS column in the last Issue (12), send these 
cards to us. We periodically make a mailing to Bob 
Lowe, the OM who runs the FISTS QSL Bureau in 
England, of all the QSL's for DX stations on that side 
of the Atlantic. 

Since we took over the Bureau, I've made mail- 
ings to Bob on: October 20, November 17, Decem- 
ber 9 and December 30. So the cards will get over 
there pretty soon after I get them. Generally it takes 
5-8 days to get from Moneta, VA to Bolton, England. 


How about Canadian FISTS and DX FISTS on 
this side of the Atlantic? 

We handle sending cards to these FISTS mem- 
bers. We do get SAE's from Canadians sometimes 
with U.S. stamps (if they can get them) or funds with 
which we can purchase U.S. stamps. Generally we 
get SAE's with IRC's from DX stations on this side 
of the Atlantic. 


Should I send separate SASE's for my new call 
and my previous call? 

No, you don't have to. But if you don't, please 
include both calls in the upper left hand corner of 
each SASE. 


What should I put in the "return address" posi- 
tion on the SASE? 

Please put your call sign in large letters in the nor- 
mal return address position. We will put the FISTS 
QSL Bureau address below it. I generally stamp this 
address on when I get your SASE. If you want to 
use one of your return address labels, I suggest you 
put it on the flap on the rear of the envelope. 


What is the number someone has put in the bot- 
tom left hand corner of my SASE? 

I'm the "someone" who puts the number on your 
SASE. It's a sequential number starting with #1 on 
the first SASE we receive. I hope it helps you know 
how many cards are still in the Bureau. When we 
send out your last envelope we will note on the flap 
or in a note inside the envelope that it is: "The last 
envelope in Bureau" 


How much postage should I put on the SASE? 

For U:S. stations, one 32 cent stamp is needed for 
the first ounce. We can generally enclose 7 QSL 
cards in this envelope. Each additional ounce requires 
23 cents more postage. So, for 55 cents postage we 
can generally send 15 QSL cards. For 78 cents post- 
age we can generally send 23 QSL cards, Etc. If you 
put more than 32 cents on your SASE we will gener- 
ally wait until there are cards roughly equivalent to 
the postage attached. 


Can I have cards sent periodically? 

Yes, just indicate next to your call sign how often 
you want us to send back your envelope, such as: 
(Monthly) or (5 cards). We will not send back an 
empty envelope - Hi! 


To whom should I make out a check or money or- 
der if I send funds to the Bureau? 


If you send money to the bureau, please make the 
checks out to Stan Reas, not FISTS CW Club or 
Franklin ARC. There isn’t enough income to justify 
opening a checking account in FISTS name down near 
Stan’s QTH, so Stan can’t cash them. He has to send 
them to WZ8C, who in tum has to cash it then mail 
the funds back. 


If you have additional questions as to how we are 
running your QSL Bureau let me know. 


73, Stan - K4UK for the Franklin County ARC 


RR Restoration Project Help Wanted 


Chuck KB2E is on a local committee of vol- 
unteers to recreate the telegraph station in his Union 
RR station, which flourished from 1904 to 1965, and 
was served by both the New York Central and the 
Delaware & Hudson. 

The project is being supervised by Historic 
Saranac Lake, which is a nonprofit, but is prepared 
to pay for any equipment that could reasonably have 
been in the telegraphers station in that time frame, 
such as scissors jack telephone, sounders, relays, etc. 
Soon there will be an excursion railroad of about ten 
miles from Saranac Lake to Lake Placid, site of the 
1932 and 1980 Winter Olympics. If anybody has any 
of the appropriate gear, please let him know at 32 
Glenwood Rd., Saranac Lake, NY 12983 or 
Brumloff@capital.net or 518-891-5704. 


Sp 


Louisianna Slow Net 


Wads, WB5CDX, FISTS #2978 is the net man- 
ager of the Louisiana Slow Net. It meets Monday thru 
Friday on 3713 at 8:30 Central. He would like to in- 
vite all FISTS members as well as all CW operators 
to check in with them. 


Nice News 


Arley, WBSNKC, sends Welcome Messages to the 
new FISTS members. This is a copy of a message he 
received from a new FISTS. Traffic messages pay 
off in good feelings for both the senders and the re- 
cipients -- Join a traffic net and be a part of it! 


Thank you for the welcome to FISTS - my 
family and I were sitting around, the phone rings, 
and first my son, then my wife say in a confused way, 
"Dad/Bill, it's some kind of message of from some 
radio guy”. 

Once I started talking to the fellow, it didn't 
take me long to realize he was sending on some traf- 
fic from a CW net. I was careful to get your call sign 
correct, and I thanked the fellow who called me, but I 
was so flabbergasted that I didn't get his name or call 
(I don't suppose you'd happen to know, would you?) 

That was an unexpected treat and the first 
time I've ever received a message like that. Thanks 
again. 73, Bill Dumas /KBOLAO 


FISTS Century Award Net (CAN) 


Al, W8FAX, and Brian, W8BL, report that we now 
have NCS volunteers from all parts of the country. 
The schedule will be: 


First Sunday 2000Z 14.058+/- Al W8FAX 
Second Sunday " , Jim KCSVJU 
Third Sunday =" " Brian W8BL 
Fourth Sunday" a Stan AC6TO 


The Net can be found on Sundays on the fre- 
quency (QRG) 14.058 +/- QRM between 2000z- 
2200z. The net will be held weekly except on major 
contest weekends. 

The stated purpose of this Net is for Fist 
members to work other Fist members, and to help 
those who are working toward their Century or any 
other awards attain their goals. 

The NCS's look forward to your participa- 
tion and extend their welcome to all members. We 
look forward to another great year, and hope all get a 
chance to participate in this activity. 


Another type of CW Music 


Kelly #2966 N3XUBJ sang this song at her local radio 
club’s Christmas party. She had a straight key 
strapped to her guitar, so keep in mind that anything 
between asterisks was sent with a key, not sung. 


Oh, you'd better watch out. You'd better not cry. 
You'd better not pout. I'm telling you why. 
NCS is calling the net. 

He sends *QNA* and *QNI* 

He's gonna find our who's *QRT* 

NCS is calling the net. 

He's most happy to *QRS* 

He knows if you are *QNY* 

He knows if you've been *QRU* 

So *QTC* for goodness sake! 

Oh, you'd better watch out. You'd better not cry. 
You'd better not pout. I'm telling you why. 
NCS is calling the net. 


Here is a photo of Kelly - if you look real close, you’ll 
see a straight key attached to the top of her guitar! 
KW4T is holding the microphone. 


Check-ins (QND) for the first Sunday in January 
FISTS Century Award Net are AF5Z, N1WL, KF1S/ 
6, KCSVJU, AC6TO, WA1GAG, WZ8C, W8BL, 
WAGRND, N7CFA. [hope everyone notices that I 
checked into the net - I actually DO make time to get 
on the air every once in a while, hi. 


Going Mobile 


Thought it about time I join the crowd and 
write something for the "Keynote". It's been over a 
year since I joined and the membership has about 
doubled, and no wonder, really a great bunch. I guess 
we share at least one thing, and that is a desire to 
communicate direct and to the point. Here's a quote 
of my own invention, “If you don't have much to say, 
say itin CW" {it applies to me anyway). This Christ- 
mas I had to drive to Boston, Mass., about.500 miles 
each way and it was so nice to be able to talk to some 
of my Fists friends while on the read and give them 
some more points as I was in different call areas. 
Worked Jim from 4, 3, 2 and 1 lands. 
I also talked to: 

Esther KA4IFF #11 

Stan AC6TO #2696 

Jim KCSVJU #2920 

Gary WA4KQL #2534 

Jack WB2FXK #918 

Brian K8EY #1221 

Grant K2ACW #2573 

Leif OZIEUO #3728 

Bemie K2SWZ #748 

Grant K2ACW #2573. 

I guess I shouldn't have started this, I'm sure 

there are others that I have forgotten, please forgive 
me, I didn't do any logging. The hard part of /M CW 
ts logging properly. I just got a batch of cards and 
there were 4 that I had missed. 
PS. I spent the last few days getting my cards ready 
to send out. Afraid to get on the radio for fear I'll run 
into a new Fist and have to fill out another card, HI. 
I HATE PAPER WORK73 Tom N3XT 
#2627 


I'd like to second K4FWs comments in the 
Dec Keynote. Before putting an ICOM 735 in our 
car, I was one might term a ‘competitive driver' on the 
moming commute. Worse than the wear and tear on 
the car, was that on me. I'd arrive at work mad at 
someone who, likely didn't even know that I was out 
there with him. 

Not so since installing the radio, now I ease 
along in the right lane chatting away with someone 
new and interesting. Better still, | arrived at work 
feeling just as happy and relaxed as I did when I le 
the house. 

And a side benefit - I used to have a terrible 
time with remembering names, call-signs, telephone 
numbers, etc. Over the years with mobile CW, I've 
seen my retention of such things increase hundred fold. 
33 Geri N4SGHI 


Auxiliary Morse Characters 


Chuck, KB2E, sends along these comments on the 
Dec Keynote article in which John, KSDL spoke about 
the other "auxiliary" characters used in Morse code 
that we don't ordinarily use. 

“T remember when I first learned Morse mak- 
ing a list of the "missing" characters and wondering 
why they were missing. John mentions that there are 
six, but a very mteresting book by Lewis Coe, called 
"Wireless Radio" lists seven, or maybe it's 12 if you 
count.an additional five that are used in-Russian,-and 
use the Cyrillic alphabet. The six -- and I am not up 
to speed on the names of the punctuation that accom- 
panies each letter, terms such as diacritical mark or 
umlaut or accent grave are just dim memories -- are 
the German A with two dots over it, dit-dah-dit-dah; 
the Spanish-Scandinavian A, with an accent mark, or 
a dot, over it, dit-dah-dah-dit-dah; the German-Span- 
tsh CH, dah-dah-dah-dah; the French E-with an ac- 
cent over it, dit-dit-dah-dit-dit, the Spanish N with 
that wavy line over it that we all know now because 
of the infamous El Nino, dah-dah-dit-dah-dah; the 
German O with two dots over it, dah-dah-dah-dit; and 
the German U with two dots over it, dit-dit-dah-dah. 
I won't attempt to describe the Russian characters -- 
even if I had them right in front of me, if I was work- 
ing a Russian ham I wouldn't dare send them for fear 
they might be shorthand for “your mother wears Army 
boots." 

“(Years ago when Kruschev was being such 
a pain and bullying our statesmen, one of our guys -- 
ifnot Dean Rusk, I'm close -- said to him, as Kruschev 
was being polite to the statesman and blaspheming 
the USA, "Remember the old Russian proverb, 'Don't 
praise me and spit on my mother,’ and Kruschev said 
oh yes, sorry, I remember -- and our statesman had 
made it up! Hi!) 

“Coe's book "Wireless Radio" hasn't gotten 
much attention, but it is a GEM, succinctly and in- 
formatively written. It's not just ham radio, but most 
hams would find it extremely interesting. Chapter 
heads include marine radio, amateur radio, point to 
point, on the move, military radio, cellular and satel- 
lite telephones, TV, police radio, wireless transmis- 
sion of power, the Morse code, radar, and a couple of 
more. 

I enjoyed that book so much I bought another 
one by him "The Telegraph, a history of Morse's in- 
vention and its predecessors in the United States." 
The books are available from McFarland & Co., 
Jefferson, NC. The two I have are bound in homely 
but serviceable library bindings: don't be put off by 


their somewhat drab annearance Recommended 


An Indoor Antenna Idea 
By Tom, W1GO 


The December: KeyNote contained a story 
about W8ROG and WOS8E and their new condo and 
the antenna problem which Ken faces. I am an apart- 
ment dweller, too, and I know what he is up against. 
I live in a two-story building on the second floor ofa 
40-apartment complex and I have the distinct joy of 
listening to the horizontal deflection systems of 39 
TV sets, assorted lamp dimmers, etc. It's not a great 
environment in which ta operate. Further, we are not 
allowed any outside wires, even though I could string 
up about 150 feet of wire. 

With the violent thunderstorms we have 
around here, I wouldn't want to be responsible for 
bringing some lightning into the building - might re- 
sult in having to live on the street! So a couple years 
ago I set out to see what I could build to operate right 
in this bedroom. I finally came up with a half-wave 
loop for 20 meters. This antenna takes very little 
space, is fed with balanced feed line (no ground prob- 
lems and "hot" equipment) and is quite efficient on 20 
meters. It is usable on 40 and some other bands. 

The basic half-wave loop is directional in its 
own plane - thus a half-wave horizontal loop is hori- 
zontally directive, unlike a full-wave loop which is 
directional perpendicular to its plane. In practice, 
the half-wave loop does show a slight azimuthal di- 
rectivity in the direction opposite to the fed side, but 
this is only 2 or 3 dB. 

This antenna is built from four pieces of 1/2 
x 1/2 x 1/16 aluminum angle, 8 feet long, available at 
most hardware stores. The four sides are bolted to- 
gether in a square pattern, with the fed side split in 
the middle for a feed by open wire line. The insulator 
here was made from a piece of 1/2-inch thick poly- 
ethylene cut from a kitchen cutting board. The an- 
tenna itself is hung from my bedroom ceiling using 
some plastic cham links found at a crafts store. I 
chose aluminum for its light weight, since the mount- 
ing to the ceiling is tricky if the weight is too great. I 
would have preferred copper tubing except for its 
weight. Each of the four corners is electrically rein- 
forced with a 1/2 inch length of some 1 x 1 x 1/16 
aluminum angle to provide extra conductivity to as- 
sure low resistance at each joined comer, extra im- 
portant if 40-meter use is intended. Thus, each cor- 
ner contains three bolts and nuts, one for joiming the 
antenna elements and two more for the overlapping 1 
x 1 angle. The antenna is suspended from the bed- 
room ceiling in seven places. If enough people are 
inttrested, I can supply some sketches of how I did it 
- it's really quite simple. - 

The antenna is fed with batanced line from a 


tuner. This assures balanced feed currents and no 
residual RF wandering around on equipment cabi- 
nets. On 20 meters it presents a fairly high imped- 
ance to the tuner (as expected), and thus its efficiency 
is quite high. The RF losses in the antenna are very 
low. As for performance, I seem to be able to work 
anything I can hear on 20M and usually get reports 
that are equal to the report I give. The only problem 
is that I cannot operate my computer while on the air. 
At 100 watts, the RF field from the antenna is too 
intense and is only five feet above my keyboard and 
gets into the keyboard, generating about 18 interrupts 
per second until the stack overflows and the machine 
goes away. Fortunately, my little Super CMOS II 
keyer works just fine in this RF environment with no 
problems. 

The antenna will load on 40 but is very inef- 
ficient. This loop is a quarter wave long on 40 and 
thus is a virtual short circuit (about 5 ohms or so). 
This is the reason for the comer reinforcement pieces. 
But it does get out m a ho-hum manner. I have worked 
KH6 on 40, however, so all is not lost. It will load 
nicely on the higher bands, but one must remember 
as you go up to the higher frequencies the directivity 
of the antenna changes until on 10 meters it is radiat- 
ing straight up and down - not too useful. As a space- 
saving antenna, this one is a beaut - how many people 
use their ceiling for anything? 

My best to you and the great FISTS gang, 
and may "98 be great". Tom, W1GO 


SWR 


Last month Jim KSJAZ wrote an article about set- 
ting up a station on a budget using a vertical antenna. 
Here is an explanation from Phil, KE3FL, about the 
SWR Jim reported with the antenna: 


Jim set up his vertical and measured 2:1 on 
all bands. Then he moved his measurement to the 
shack and measured 1.3:1 on all bands and stated, "I 
don't know why, and don't really care,..." 

Well, I agree and disagree. I agree that it 
won't change things now and so one doesn't need to 
care. He made sure his SWR was the required "2:1" 
in the antenna's specs, as measured at the antenna. 
And yes, the presence of his body in the near-field 
will make a difference. My small article just below 
his demonstrates another possibility, his 50 feet of 
coax. To find out just which contributes more, let's 
crunch the numbers... 

Let's start with a feed line loss of -0.6 dB and 
a measurement of 1.3:1 SWR at the shack. What do 
the numbers say the SWR at the antenna will be? I 


get only 1.35:1, even if we up the feed-line loss to - 
1.2 dB I only get an SWR at the antenna of 1.42:1 so 
the explanation is NOT 50 feet of good feed-line. 

Jim is getting some very good SWR's from 
that antenna, and there are times when we should be 
concerned with SWR readings better than the 
manufacturer's specs. Let us all remember that one 
also gets very good SWR's from a good dummy load, 
but then we don't get DX QSO's with a dummy load, 
HI. The proof is in the pudding, and Jim's QSO's 
prove that the antenna is working well! Good article 
Jim, thanks! 73 de KE3FL Phil Karras 


Holes In Plexiglass 


In issue #8 K8UGL mentions using a heated awl or 
ice pick to melt holes in plastic. 1 just wanted him and 
others to know that there are special drill bits made 
for plexiglass. They are more tapered with a different 
spiral which cuts the plexiglass without buming it. 
If your local hardware store doesn't carry them, I'm 
sure they could order them. Bill, NSWST, FISTS 3028 


You're My First CW Contact! 


After teaching CW and Theory classes for over 
40 years. I found that my students enjoyed trying 
CW but they were terrified at the thought of getting 
on the air. I would get on the air and try to be their 
first contact. 

Since those days I have made a point to get on the 
novice bands and call CQ at very slow speeds or look 
around for a super slow CQ. It takes some time to 
understand what they are saying but once you get them 
going most do well. 

How many guys do you know who have CW privi- 
leges and have never even had ONE contact? All 
most of them need is a station who will not runaway 
from them as show how fast they can send. I have 
gotten long letters from new people and even tele- 
phone calls from guys who thank me for going a speed 
they can get. Remember the days when you were just 
getting into the hobby and how hard it was to find a 
station going slowly enough to be copied. 

Fast CW is fun but sometimes just helping 
new operators have their first contacts can be even 
more rewarding. Art, W8PBO 


Now, THAT’S a Ragchew! 


With all the comments I’ve been getting about how 
FISTS is becoming just a number chasing group, this 
letter from John was a pleasure to read: 

“Here is some mformation to stir up pride, inter- 
est, or even disbelief with respect to CW accom- 
plishments. To all FISTS members I ask: "What is 
your longest, single station contact?" I have a 30- 
meter log entry dated 1 January 1996 detailing a con- 
tinuous straight key conversation with a Canadian 
chap that lasted three hours.” 

“In 37 years of pounding brass, I never acquired 
the proper touch for a keyer nor one those typewriter 
like buttons devices that enter data to a computer. 
John, WA2NZO, #3684 48th AHC/USARVN '66 


I wrote back to John and asked him for details about 
the QSO, if he remembered if it was QRQ or QRS, 
QRM, etc. He replied: 

“Never really checked my speed because band 
conditions, fatigue, and an incoming signal work to 
throttle my fist. Only once did I forsake slow speed 
to run wildly with the demon key they call Speed-X. 
It started out as one of those god-awful nights filled 
with a stillness on 40 and 20. I flipped to 15 when 
all of a sudden the ether exploded with a loud CQ. 


He was fast and you could tell by his rhythm that a | 


keyer formed his characters.” 

“Bored from the stillness before and knowing that 
this was the best the evening had to offer, I slowly 
answered his call. He acknowledged me and said that 
Ihad reached a Naval Air Station. I tapped out my 
reply suggesting that he slow down to swap more in- 
formation. He returned like a crusty old crab order- 
ing me to send at his speed or terminate the contact. 
I rigidly fixed my fingers on the knob of that straight 
key and spat upon its bearings to get more WPM. If 
he sent at 25, I pounded back with 27. We dueled on 
until there was nothmg more to send while listeners 
eased back on their eardrums that were stretched out 
to tell the difference between the keyer and the straight 
key called Speed-X. 

What a neat way to describe a QSO John, I could 
almost feel like I was there! Thanks for sharing. 


PSE QSL!! A New Book 


Bill Welsh, W6DDB, has written a book covering all aspects of QSLing, including QSL design and selection, 
how to use QSL Bureaus, QSL managers, QSLing direct to foreign countries, sources of foreign postage and 
much more. Pse QSL! is 70 pages long, with 15 illustrations and several extremely useful lists. Size is 8.5” by 
11”. It lists for $12.95, but Bill has copies available to FISTS members for $7 including shipping. To order 
send check or money order to Bill Welsh, 45527 3rd Street East, Lancaster CA 93535-1802 


. 


This is a copy of the transcription of the last Great 
Britain transmission as they signed off from monitor- 
ing the 500 kHz frequency. It was sent in by 
KB7AQD, transcribed by G3TUX. 


As most of already know, GB ceased its watch 
on the 500 kHz international (CW) distress frequency 
at midnight last night, 31st December 1997. 


I patched a cassette recorder into my FT900 
tuned to 500 kHz and have just transcribed the fol- 


(at 2349 UTC Portpatrick Radio GPK was first to 
sign off) 

CQ CQ de GPK GPK. At 31.2359 UTC Portpatrick 
Radio/GPK will end the H24H 500kHz distress watch 
after 76 years. In 1844 QTC nr 1 fm Samuel Morse 
was <What hath God wrought?>. All R/Os now ken 
the answer to this. NW 73 73 /Slainte to all R/Os, 
past and present - fare well. AR de GPK GPK VA 


(next was Wick Radio/GKR) 

CQ CQ CQ de GKR GKR GKR. After almost 90 
years serving seafarers this is the final w/t broadcast 
from Wick Radio. For the few of us who are left it is 
with feelings of pride and nostalgia we remember 
friends and colleagues at sea and ashore and the ser- 
vice was rendered particularly to the then mighty dis- 
tant water fishing fleet. Technology however marches 
on and as we find ourselves and our service consigned 
if not to the museum then certainly to the pages of 
history. All that remains...... < at this point a strong 
TFC broadcast from IAR (!) rendered copy impos- 
sible> ......... best wishes for 1998 and 73s to any 
who are left on the sea with the ability to read 
this.......... <at this point GLD transmitted an acknowl- 
edgment to GKR before the latter had finished send- 
ing - I think he was'trying to hurry things along!> 


(next from Cullercoats/GCC) 

CQ CQ CQ de GCC GCC GCC. Here is the last w/t 
transmission from GCC. A fond farewell from 
Geordy-land. Sent with a sad and shaking hand. For 
many years with signs we spoke and now it all goes 
up in smoke. So thanks and all the very best as GCC 
is laid to rest. De GCC/GND 010000Z AR AR BB 
de GND 


(Finally, at approx 0017 UTC) 

GLD de GCC. Over to you and best wishes to u and 
all listeners AR VA de GLD R Mni tks. 

CQ CQ de GLD GLD. This.is the final w/t transmis- 


sion from Lands End Radio. Since 1901 GLD has 
listened continuously on 500 kHz and is proud to have 
assisted many ships in distress both in peace time and 
in war. But now the time has come - ours is not to 
reason why - the satellites are calling, our Morse trans- 
mitters die. Marconi if you can hear us we salute you. 
de GLD 31/12/97 2359z AR AR de GLD 


My tape ran out at about 0030z when GLD was still 
acknowledging calls from other watchkeepers. Call- 
sign logged included EAC, EAS EJK, EJM, JAR, 
OST, OXZ, SAA, SPA, SPE and VCM. 


Thus another era comes to an end. The Morse was all 
hand sent and frequently showed the emotion of the 
occasion. Vy 73 and HNY to ali, Chris G3TUX 

Robert KB7AQD comments: Sounds like the 
maritime version of Michael Crichton's "Westworld" 
and "Jurassic Park". As long as all the high tech rigs 
work PERFECTLY, ships are safe. But, as we radio 
amateurs know, nothing works perfectly, especially 
during a disaster. 

This provides a great chance to promote 
FISTS and CW operations. FISTS with 500 kHz re- 
ceive capabilities should take a few minutes a night 
on top of the hour to DX on 500 kHz CW. Send each 
ship and shore station a QSL report letting them know 
that someone else is indeed listening. 

Some of our FISTS homebrewers and 
kitmakers may want to design a portable "Field Day" 
style 500 kHz IC receiver with a small loop antenna 
and a narrow CW passband so that we can go on 500 
kHz DX peditions to monitor the routine traffic and - 
- I hope -- rare distress call. It takes no license to 
monitor, and we could assist in discovering a weak 
call for help, and relay the sad news to the proper 
authorities. 


Along this same topic is a proposal written by Greg 
WSXP: 


At the outset amateur radio was given radio spec- 
trum to use for the good of everyone. From that simple 
gift an incredible communications infrastructure arose. 
With only a small outlay of time and money by the 
federal govemment and the people of this country, 
guidelines were set and formed operating rules. Now 
a small portion of the FCC’s budget is used in the 
name of amateur radio to administer those frequen- 
cies. Beyond that, the balance of money, time, and 
experimentation is spent by the individuals who par- 
ticipate in amateur radio. It is mind boggling to think 


of the size of this incredible communications miracle, 
with all it has to offer. Literally everyone wins, the 
participants and the public alike. 

My proposal is, for bands that will retain the use 
of CW and other digital modes for emergency com- 
munications, primarily for what has been lost at 500 
kHz serving maritime emergency traffic. I propose 2 
new bands in the HF spectrum; 1 in the vicinity of 5 
ME and the other at about 12 MHz. The propaga- 
tion characteristics of these 2 bands should supply 
long and short range communications 24 hours a day. 
The higher frequency will also allow for smaller an- 
tennas that can be used more readily in portable and 
mobile applications. If amateurs can have access to 
frequencies that will also be used by maritime, these 
frequencies will be monitored continually for emer- 
gency distress signals. 

Using CW on these bands will once again provide 
the-one basic mode of communication that has proven 
itself for over 90 years in sending and receiving dis- 
tress signals to someone who can help. CW is the 
one mode that will get a signal out with the minimum 
amount of equipment and power source, which in some 
emergency situations minimal equipment and power 
is the only thing left to use. Digital modes could also 
be used to attain a volume of information where needed 
or desired, while still keeping the bandwidth and power 
requirements to a minimum. The fact that the most 
basic of radios can be used with the natural iono- 
sphere to bounce the signals back to earth at very low 
power settings, makes this an extremely reliable and 
timeless way to save lives and property. It will also 
be an additional incentive for more of the amateur 
community to participate and advance with these 
modes of communication. In addition to that, equip- 
ment, antennas, and propagation of these frequencies 
will be explored to the extreme. 

For all the nations and corporations that provide 
for the monitoring of emergency traffic, this proposal 
should give them a mechanism to fill any potential 
gaps that may come to light in their infrastructure. Of 
course it will be kept on an amateur level with regard 
to no commercial traffic bemg passed on these new 
bands. In a world where liability concerns are para- 
mount, this would be a huge asset for everyone con- 
cemed. The world is becoming a very busy place with 
many lives to protect, many additional environmental 
concems. This makes it easy to embrace additional 
protection. Think of this proposal as a free insurance 
policy. Keep in mind this is not a primary source of 
* communications. Just like all other amateur traffic, 
the amateur radio operator’s job to handle emergency 
traffic begins when the primary communication in- 


frastructure cannot do it’s job. It would be the same 
for these new bands. 

To achieve this new additional coverage it will 
require only a few hundred kHz for each band that I 
propose. This is the same proven process that gave 
us today’s amateur radio infrastructure. Just think of 
the new international friendships and trusts that will 
be established in the process of operating and estab- 
lishing these new bands. Greg W8XP FISTS #1977 


Fiction or Forecast 
By Ed NC5S 


Please don't take this as another biased and rabid ar- 
gument for (or against) continuing the Morse code 
requirement. This is not meant to be more vitriol. I 
am just trying to prepare all us practitioners of the 
dark art of CW to accept the inevitable. After all, 
Morse code is pretty old-fashioned technology. It is 
an arcane art mastered by only an elite few. There are 
many more efficient modes than CW, and CW holds 
back the progress of Ham Radio technology since it 
doesn't require upgraded protocols and hardware/soft- 
ware implementation every few years. It is not fair to 
force those with no interest in this outdated art to 
master a skill that it literally takes weeks ofhard study 
to learn. 

A lot of new hams are intimidated by the 
code, realizing what a useless but insurmountable ob- 
stacle it is, and so the code requirement has not only 
kept new blood from getting into the hobby, but it has 
also kept Technicians with a lot of time and money 
invested in Arnateur Radio from progressing. We need 
new blood into the hobby, and we can't afford to let 
us elitist traditionalists stand in the way of progress. 
I therefore back down from my previous position that 
the CW requirement must stay in effect. However, 
we must prepare ourselves for the consequences of 
dropping CW. 

When (not "IF"... the day will come. the ques- 
tion is WHEN) the code requirement is abolished, how 
many new hams will bother to learn the code? About 
the same number who build their own rigs now, i think. 
After 15 or 20 years, the majority of even Extra class 
licensees will be no-coders. Once they are a not so 
silent majority, somebody is gonna wake up to the 
situation with the overcrowded fone bands vs the still 
peaceful non-fone bands and say “Hey!That outmoded 
old CW stuff went out the window back when the 
Coast Guard stopped guarding 500Kc! The FCC fi- 
nally acknowledged it when they dropped the code 
requirement and I could get a license, too. We still 
got these old foot-dragging, progress-hating brass- 
mashers hogging up all the good spectrum. Let's get 
it!" Then the-feds will bow-to popular opinion and 


open all the bands up to fone ops once and for all. 
After all, the majority will be in favor of it, and trea- 
ties be damned. I am uncomfortable with the idea of 
hearing fone guys complaining about my beedly-beeps 
interfering with their QSO on 14010. But I guess I'll 
just have to roll with the tide and become a mic wor- 
shipper too. I'll make a nice plaque for mounting my 
favorite key on. It will make a nice display, adding a 
touch of old-fashioned charm to the shack. _ 

With the bands completely opened up, I predict an 
increase in the number of ops who memorized the ques- 
tions to pass their license exam and really don't know 
too much except maybe where the band edges are and 
how to trim a dipole. When we have reached this 
point, by and large we WILL be just cb-ers who can 
install our own equipment without help. 

When we have reached THIS point, may as 
well not have an exam at all. Many clear thinkers of 
that day to come will insist that the testing require- 
ment is totally irrelevant, as are multiple classes of 
license, since anybody can memorize enough to pass 
whatever level of license they desire. The majority 
will see the logic, and the feds will be forced to act 
again for the betterment of the hobby after dragging 
their foot for a few years. RTTY, AMTOR, Packet, 
and all the other data modes along with CW trans- 
missions, will be outlawed. Data is more efficiently 
transmitted over the intemet anyway, and the modes 
will just require too many old-fashioned, antiquated 
skills. Finally, all those interfering "beedle-beedle- 
beedle" and cricket chirping sounds will be eliminated, 
and it will be just talk, talk, talk. That complicated 
stuff has no more relevance in modern communica- 
tions than spark! Want nostalgia? Get a jungle drum. 

Mail-in no-test licensing will be convenient, 
and popular, and will bring in hundreds of thousands 
of new hams. Finally, the amateur bands are almost 
as free as God intended them to be! Freedom to ex- 
press yourself, freedom of speech, long repressed on 
the bands, will be joyously celebrated by the down- 
trodden who have fought all the long years to throw 
off the heavy hand of the FCC and those hateful, elit- 
ist pro-exam nuts. The QRP homebrewer fanatics 
will be silenced by a very sensible law requiring all 
equipment used on the air be type-accepted, i.e. made 
in a factory where the manufacturer can ensure that 
no skill is needed to get on the air and talk, talk, talk. 
Band selection should be automatic, and power level 
set at the maximum the built-in power supply can 
handle. An HF all-bander will have a thousand preset 
simplex channels for the auto-propagation channel- 
picker-outer to choose from. The only user-adjustable 
control will be the on/off switch, the. "volume" knob, 


and the push-buttons for background music and sound 
effects. 

Finally the big day will come. The courts 
will recognize that everybody, licensed or not, is en- 
titled to equal use of the amateur bands. FCC licenses 
will continue to be proudly displayed by the old-tim- 
ers who had to take a 10 question true/false test to 
earn them. The same old-timers will collect such cu- 
riosities as Voltmeters, grid dip meters, oscilloscopes, 
soldering irons, and the like, and as they die the new- 
est craze, collecting antique ham gear from the pre- 
freedom days will take off. The FCC, in alarm, will 
impose heavy fines on possession of old fully user- 
adjustable transceivers and transmitters that have not 
had their finals removed and connectors filled with a 
type-accepted epoxy based compound at an autho- 
rized factory. 

New employment opportunities will open up 
for practitioners of the dark arts. There will be a big 
demand for technicians who know how to plug every- 
thing together and make it work. These radio experts 
will take care of all the really mysterious stuff like 
installing a station GND, whatever the hell that stands 
for, and connecting an antenna properly. Once the ra- 
dio nerd is done, paid, and gone, the proud station 
owner will have a station capable of transmitting a 
signal clear to the other side of the globe... of course 
with all the QRM nobody will understand the words, 
but it will still be comforting to know that one's voice 
can help contribute to the joyous unintelligible babble _ 
all the way in Ulan Bator. Radio will truly be making 
the world a smaller, friendlier place! 

Finally, the day will come when some ham, 
browsing through an antique ham radio shoppe will 
see a dusty old set, one of the really old ones ordered 
disabled by the FCC because the continuously vari- 
able tuning permitted off-channel transmission. The 
ham of the day will notice an opening on the back 
panel cryptically labeled "KEY", and wonder why the 
ancient, long dead owner though it was necessary to 
lock up his AB. 


FINAL 

A late breaking bit of news from Geo G3ZQS. The DX 
FISTS are sponsoring a Winter Straight Key Week from 
Sunday, 1 Feb to Saturday 7 Feb (0001utc to 2359utc). 
North Americans are welcome to join in, but will be in a 
separate catagory, since we have a “higher density of po- 
tential contacts” to draw from than the DX FISTS do 
(Geo’s words, not mine!) I was told about this contest too 
late to do any publicising on it, or even get it in the Key- 
note in a timely fashion, but I wanted to let you know 
what’s going on in case you hear some CQ SKW’s on the 
bands. 73 88 and Happy Valentine’s Day! Nancy 
WZ8C 
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4238 
1733 
3520 
2187 
4154 
2995 
3858 
4097 
3199 
2705 
3320 
4048 
3547 
3894 
4167 
3401 
3124 
3035 
2748 


” 3843 


2348 
1268 
1568 
4142 
4230 
3569 
3366 
1495 
2175 
3989 
4029 
1799 
2924 
2389 
2704 
3587 
2560 
3865 
2178 
3151 
2354 
4116 
1946 


RON 
GERALD 
JOHN 
MARTIN 
DENNIS 
BRIAN 
JOE 
RICHARD 
BILL 
DON 
TROY 
MIKE 
RICH 
WAYNE 
CHARLES 
DICK 
BOB 
boc 
JOE 
RICH 
DAVE 
BOB 

RD 
CHARLIE 
ROBERT 
GLEN 
BOB 

JIM 

HAL 
GEORGE 
BEN 
RAY 
JOHN 
REESE / RJ 
ERIC 
ARCHIE 
DON 
PHIL 
KEN 
GEORGE 
BUD 
PAUL 
SARA 
CHARLIE 
CHUCK 
GARY 
DWAIN 
DUANE 
MARSHA 
ROY 
RICHARD 
KEN 


2968 
4166 
2488 
1780 
4032 
1934 
2636 
2067 
2452 
2734 
3154 
3225 
2126 
2716 
1591 

1410 
2682 
4039 
2665 
3415 
3244 
0907 
2714 
3428 
4185 
2788 
1264 
2776 
3510 
4122 
1976 
2342 
2937 
3824 
4044 
2595 
2462 
4135 
1556 
2043 
3991 

3155 
1418 
1482 
2982 
2359 
2040 
2413 
2564 
3137 
3629 


_ 3538 


1424 
2457 
3869 
3070 
4003 
2698 
3615 
2593 
3495 
3944 
2600 
3147 
1950 
2967 
4012 
3407 
4204 
0924 
3589 
3237 


3266" 


2684 
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PHIL 
BILL 
DOUG 
PAUL 
CHERYL 
PAUL 
RONALD 
JACK * 
FRANK 
CARSON 
TOI 
LEE 
JOHN 
ROB 
MIKE 
CLAUDE 
EDWIN 
GEORGE 
STEVE 
MIKE 
LAURIER 
TOM 
RALPH 
GEORGE 
CARL 
AL 

NEL 
KEITH 
DON 
JOHN 
ED 
MARTY 
STEW 
ED 

PAT 
GARY 
WILLIAM 
VIRGINIA 
GIFFORD 
STEVE 
TIM 
GALEN 
FRANK 
CHUCK 
ALLAN 
CHUCK 
JOHN 
JACK 
RAY 

TY 
CHAS 
BILL 
STEVE 
STEVE 


BRUCE 
RAYMOND 


JOHN 
GEORGE 
DAVE 
ED 
ARNIE 
BEN 
GLEN 
BILL 
PAUL 
JOHN 
NORMAN 
ED 

LIN 
STEVE 
NEIL 
DAVE 
GENE 
CHUCK 
MARTY 
TED 
BERNIE 
PAT 
BILL 
TERRY 


4088 
2434 
3171 
2706 
2791 
2553 
2782 
3095 
3086 
3059 
3453 
3352 
2536 
1483 
3090 
2365 
3038 
2940 
2113 
3631 
3921 
4028 
1967 
3885 
2395 
1940 
2104 
4126 
1549 
1202 
1964 
3578 
2490 
0748 
1927 
4101 
2616 
1720 
2157 
3058 
2793 
4014 
1020 
3693 
4156 
1287 
2753 
2777 
2944 
3416 
3807 
2301 
2655 
3173 
3566 
2303 
3485 
3642 
2086 
3695 
3405 
1773 
3023 
2620 
3276 
2313 
3960 
2723 
3200 
4064 
4050 
3930 
2106 
2388 


STEVE 
JIM 
SKIP 
LEA 
DON 
JACK 
DAVE 
FRANK 
ROY 
BOB 
JOHN 
LOREN 
HENRY 
JIM 
LEON 
PETE 
EL 
RALPH 
BRIAN 
BILL 
BOB 
CORB 
CHUCK 


DAVE 
ALAN 
DEL 

AL 
KEITH 
HERBERT 
JOHN 
BILL 

TIP 
HANS 
MERT 
GEORGE 
BILL 
DICK 
DAN 
BOB 
JERRY 
KAREN 
JOHN 
PERRY 
PAUL 
JIM 
MIKE 
HARRY 
STAN 
JEFF 

JOE 
TOM 
MATT 
TOM 
BRUCE 
MURRAY 
LAURA 
CARL 
JIM 
DAVID 
JOYCE 
FRANK 
RAY 
JOHN 
RON 
MIKE 
BOB 
PRESTON 
ERIC 
CHUCK 
CHARLIE 
GARY 
JACK 
JOHN 


~ 
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BOB 
VICTOR 
RON 
DAVID 
JOHN 
VIC 


EVAN 
BERY L{ve6via) 
BERY L{ka7via) 
DAVE 


USS PAMANITO 
GARLAND 
CARTER 
LANNY 
ELMAR 
RAY 
PETER 
MAGGIE 
DEAN 

JON 

GARY 
BRAD 
STEVE 
ROGER 
BOB 

BILL 
KEITH 
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VYE_ RICH 
vYyw MARY 
VZ HARVEY 
VZ ROBERT 
VZB STAN 
VZD DON 
VZR CHUCK 
w SLEET 
w STAN 
Ww JOSE 
Ww GUNNAR 
w BILL 
Ww DAN 
Ww ROD 
Ww BRAD 
w DAVE 
Ww RICH 
WAR RICHARD 
WB RICK 
WB SOBILL 
WwBQ HOMER 
wc WES 
we WE 
wc GREG 
wc BILL 
WCR JOHN 
WCW MARTY 
wWwCcY DON 
wp JIM 
WD WILLIAM(g0vzg 
WD WILSON 
WDD BJ. 
WDH CHUCK 
WDX WALT 
WDX BILL 
WE JIM 
WE RUBEN 
WE BOB 
WEA ED 
WEN JACK 
WEY PHIL 
WF STU 
WF = BILL 
WFH GAIL. 
WFX STANLEY 
WG DIANE 
WG DOUG 
WG BILL 
WH BILL 
WH BOB 
WHN JAY 
WHO DENNIS 
wi LOUTS 
WJ JEFF 
WK WAYNE 
WKE BRUCE 
WKH CHRIS 
WL WES 
WLC MIKE 
WLP KERRY 
WM PERCY 
WMJ KEN 
WMN JR 
WN GARY 
WNB WINSTON 
WNM CAL 
WNO JACK 
wo ws 
Wow PAUL 
we ~sOBILL. 
WP LARRY 
WPI JAMES 
WPX JOHN 
WQ ROB 


WQ BRUCE 4087 
WOQT JAN 3934 
WQZ BOB 2969 
WR TED 1779 
WR JEFF 3976 
WS GINGER 2736 
wsJ ED 1715 
WSK STEVE 2588 
WSS PETE 1279 
WST BILL 3028 
WTA BILL 1594 
WTC GEORGE 1951 
WU KERRY 3912 
WUM BETTY 3258 
wus JIM 3439 
wWUW CHUCK 2622 
WVN DAVIS COUNTY 4175 
wvo TOM 3001 
WVW CARMINE 4153 
Ww CHUCK 4099 
WWI CHRIS 1758 
WwWP JOHN 2002 
Www RON 2324 
WX WARREN 1475 
WX CHUCK 3614 
WX DAVID 3954 
WXH LOU 2699 
WXI STUART 4222 
WxQ AL 3213 
WXY WALLY 1941 
WYA BOB 3652 
WYO AL 2719 
WYO ALLEN 3526 
WYU JESSIE 2733 
WZ RON 2109 
WZ BOB 2685 
x DAVE o719 
x FRANK 1012 
x BOB 1535 
x RICH 1540 
x HANK 1933 
x PHIL 2905 
x BILL 2951 
x JIM 2988 
x ROLAND 3870 
x JOE 4077 
x BILL 4078 
x AL 4216 
XA JON 2089 
xc BUD 3309 
XE CARL 2520 
XE DUANE 3494 
XE RAY 4173 
XF TONY 2102 
XHJ_ DAVE 4205 
XIJ- SCOTT 3694 
XIM CLIFF 3998 
Xs JAMES 1978 
XJ CARL 3271 
XJ CHUCK 4075 
XK DON 3536 
XM RON 3970 
XN JOHN 1965 
XN DALE 3373 
XNH_ FRED 2799 
XNR HAROLD 3854 
XP GREG 1977 
XP ED 2915 
XPZ BILLY 3646 
XQ  HOWIE 3103 
XR MARIO 4207 
XRD RICHARD 3660 
XT TOM 2627 
XTA_ RUSTY 4108 


DAVID 
KELLI 
ROBERT 
LAURIE 
“THE SUB" 
JIM 
PAUL 
PATSY 
ALLEN 
CRIS 
RUSS 
BUCK 
TIM 
STACEY 
RICK 
Purdue Club 
KEITH 
SANDRA 
GEORGE 
BOB 
PETER 
PATRICK 
DOUG 


* JACK 


JOHN 
LELAND 
NORMAN 
WAYNE 
LOIS 
EVERETT 
BOB 


BRIAN 
LAURIE 
JERRY 
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ROGER 
CARL 

MARK 
DOUG 

MIKE 

Cowlaz FISTS 
STEVE 

JIM 
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N9 ZZD ROGER 2054 
N4 ZZK AL 4225 
Wl ZZL BOB 3605 
KB8 ZZQ ROB 1995 
N4__ZZZ__GEORGE 2666 
Brian = SWL 0440 

SWL 1814 

SWL 1818 
Di SWL 1882 
Brendan SWL 2253 
Ron SWL 3 2290 
James No call 2787 
Guy SWL 5 2884 
Linea, Connecticut 3036 

UK-EUROPE-ASIA 

VK, ZL, JA, AFRICA 
733. AAL NICK 2814 
DL8 ABH WOLF 1364 
MDO ADD VINCE 2876 
GO AEC’ ESDE 0878 
326 =AEF WALD 2837 
LZ1 AF DIMITER 0416 
PA3 AFF PIET 0445 
MO AFJ TIM 2824 
2E0 AGB JOE 2893 
MO AGL JIM 2857 
MO AGO HARRY 2843 
UA} AGW DIMA 0729 
G3 AHS DAWSON 0265 
ZS6 ASS JOOP 2871 
SV2 AJX PACO 0771 
MO AKA GORDON 2832 
G2 AKK BILL 0002 
MO AKN GORDON 2870 
MO ALD JOHN 2808 
GO ALH STAN 1671 
G4 ALL ALF 3701 
MO ALO DON 2839 
MIO ALS EDDIE 1612 
MO ALX MARK - 2877 
2WO ALZ DAVE 3740 
MO AMF RON 2892 
G3}. AMO JOHN 2848 
UAOQ AMW GEORGE 0836 
ON4 ANE BERT 0435 
MO ANL ANDY 2831 
2MG ANP DI 1882 
MO ANQ_ JIM 2842 
GO ANY DARYL 2270 
MO AOB JOHN 2885 
MM0 AOF DAVID 3723 
ZL2. AOH- RALPH 1073 
GO AOL GILL 0280 
2E0 AOR MARK 2250 
2E0 AOZ IAN 2841 
EAl APA FRAN 2818 
MO APB KEN 2888 
MO APC MICHAEL 2838 
2E0 APD ANDY 3703 
MO APY RICHARD 2804 
G3 AQF HARRY 2869 
UA4 AQO SERGE 1180 
M0 AQQ KEN 2897 
G4 ARL BOB 3711 
MO ARM LES 2822 
PA3) ASC MIKE 2260 
G3 ASG RAY 2272 
MO ASN JOHN 3742 
MO ASU KARL 2827 
DL7 ATL MANFRED 0418 


STAN 
ROBERT 
ALAN 

PETER 
FRANK 

PAUL 
HOWARD 
MUSEUM 
MARY 

JM 

BRUCE (n6nt) 


GEOFF 


3748 
2802 
0931 
2898 
2896 
2805 
2221 
0361 
3719 
3705 
2862 
1624 
0984 
0683 
3732 
1849 
1188 
0870 
2875 
1860 
1184 
0736 
1377 
1637 
3745 
2874 
2854 
0689 
1890 
0040 
1063 
3325 
1666 
0076 
1834 
1378 
2820 
0261 
0089 
0581 
1640 
0161 
2858 
3726 
0951 
0090 
0663 
1626 
1833 
1644 
2879 
2873 
2850 
1064 
0339 
1830 
0048 
1338 
0632 
1371 
0024 
0795 
3717 
0288 
2856 
0631 
0980 
0740 
1372 
0312 
1866 
2900 
0058 
0071 


DOV 


DRT 
DUH 


BIPVSSSSSTPSYSSLSASAKISSSRAVIIS 


a 
rey 
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JOHN 
ELWYN 
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IN ALEX 
JNA ROB 
JNR SHANE 
JOE JOE 
JON JOHN 
IPs WALTER 
JPZ AN 
JRE JIM 
JRN = ART 
JTO- ERIC 
JTS TOM 
JUD AL 
JW HARRY 
JWB BILL 
JXS  CLARRY 
JXT TED 
JZ TONY 
JZM CHARLES 
JZU ROSS 
IZY RALPH 
KCA JOHN 
KCJ. ALAN 
KDI KLAUS 
KEF TOM 
KEW BOB 
KFG BERT 
KHI BILL 
KHX DANIELE 
KHY JOHN 
KJH CHRIS 
KJJ_ JOHN 
KK GEERT 
KLF TONY 
KLQ EDD 
KLS RON 
KMG DAVE 
KMG_ BILL 
KMU JOAN 
KNJ BOB 
KOJ RAY 
KPB TONY 
KPN BRUCE 
KQM BOB 
KQN JACK 
KRT ERIC 
KUL DOUG 
KVE KEN 
KWD_ KEITH 
KWO_ KEN 
KXG KEN 
KYC ALAN 
KZA_ ERNIE 
KZK BRIAN 
KZZ NIGEL 
LAW YANN 
LBT KEN 
LF TOM 
LFE RAY 
LFR- ALEX 
LGA DON 
LGF TERRY 
LGM BILL 
LHI PETER 
LHK GWYN 
LHZ JIM 
LIE BRIAN 
LIU GEORGE 
LJB PAUL 
LJU COLIN 
LOA JOHN 
LPF RICHARD 
LPS ERIC 
LRE LARRY 


PETER 


LUIGI 
SAM 
ANDY 
SID 

ALF 
JOHN 
LIONEL 
MAURICE 
GEORGE 
DICK 
JIM 

JIM 
KEVIN 
PETER 
ULISES (k3lu) 
JOHN 
RON 
DOUG 
KEITH 
FLORIAN 
SAM 
JOHN 
JOHN 
JOHN 
JIM 
DENNIS 


Gwo PNI 
GO POJ 
G3 PPD 
GO PPI 
G4 PPK 
GI .PPK 
G4 


G3 RGE 


BSeersslasaeeeeee 


Q 
g 


GO 
Gwo 
GO 
BV2 
2210) GO 
2899) GO 
0876] GO 
0160] IK5 
1057] Go 
1342] GO 
2864] GO 
3736| GO 
3729] GO 
2801) GO 
0174] Go 
1687} GO 
1054] Go 
0936] G3 
0186) Go 
GO 
GD4 
Go 
G3 
Vvu2 


G3 


1134) G3 
2894] GO 
0981] GO 
1362] GO 
2248) G3 
2810) G3 
2255| G3 
0428} G3 
1066) GO 
1080! GO 
0902| Go 
3731} G4 
2833! Go 
0036; GO 
2836] DL6 
2244} GO 
1877] GO 
0030/ G4 
1847) GO 
1150] GM4 
3718] JA7 
0286| G4 


REG 
ROY 
BILL 

IAN 

LEN 
PETE 
JOHN 
KEITH 
JIM 
CHRISTINE 
TONY 
IAN 

BOB 
TERRY 
STEVE 
PETER 
FRED 
CHRIS 
BILL 
PETE 
JOHN 
VIC 
GEORGE 
PETER 
FRED 
NORMAN 
TONY 
KEITH 
JOHN 
HARRY 
GANISH 
PETER 
TEX 
GEORGE(ve3mmq 
RAYMOND 
WALT 
JACK 
CHRIS 
ROD 
CHRIS 
TIM 
GORDON 
JOHN 
SEAN 
BARRY 
PHIL 
WOLF 
PETER 
CYRIL 
DAVE 
ROY 
RICHARD 
MASA 
STEVE 


SSRI2SSRHBO9 


S888se 


Q 
& 


efeeeuges 


Gwo 


SSEISSSRSSSSIIIVWELAS 
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UHM LES 
UIA DEREK 
UIw TONY 
UIY PAUL 
UJD = MERV 
UKX RAY 
UKZ RAY 
ULN ANGELO 
ULT LES 
UMN JOHN 
UQF GRANT 
USC JOHN 
USW BILL 
USY KEN 
UTH TOM 
UTL ALAN 
UTR DAVID 
UUA WARWICK 
UWM JOHN 
UYP ROGER 
UYP ROGER 
UZH STEPHEN 
VAOQ DENNIS 
VAT TONY 
VBH BILL 
VBT HOWARD 
vcQg JIM 
VCY PHILIP 
VD BERNARD 
VD _— KLAUS 
VDI JOHN 
VDL JOHN 
VGF DAVE 
ViJ- BILL 
VIT BILL 
VIY JON 
VIZ NICOLA 
VJJ STAN 
VL IAIN 
VLU EDDE 
VMI BRIAN 
VMK PETER 
VMV_ RAY. 
VNG DAVE 
Vor ART 
vow JOAN 
VQ ERIC 
VQA JULIAN 
VQO LES 
VvQW SANDY 
VRP VICTOR 
VRR FIL 
VSS RAY 
VSW CARL 
VTI_ TERRY 
VIN RON 
VUX GRAHAM 
VVK BERNARD 
VVZ DAVID 
VYR NORMAN 
VYX PETER 
VZG WILLIAM (kiwd) 
VZX PETER 
WAO PETER 
WAS ALAN 
WAY BOB 
WBN TREV 
WBT JEAN 
WFM PETER 
WGL NOLLY 
WIH = MIKE 
WII FRED 
WJO PETER 


ROB 


GO WKJ CHRIS 
GO WLC BRIAN 
GO WLS BRIAN 
GO WLX ALAN 
GO WMC PETER 
GO WMW DOUG 
G4 WNA_ TONY 
GWO WNB_ SID 
G3 sWNI Ss BILL 
GWO WNW BOB 
WP JACK 
GO WPM NICK 
WPZ JOHN 
GMO WRR JOHN 
WSL JOHN 
OE6 WTD DIETER 
WTD COLIN 
WUY ALEX 
WVG ALAN 
ww PAUL 
WWQ DAVE 
WWT JOHN 
WWT PETER 
WYG BRIAN 
WYV ALEX 
WYW UGO 
OZI WZ KNUD 
WZX BRIAN 
XAH DAVID 
XCF COLIN 
XFS LYN 
XHE RICHARD 
XHZ FRANK 
XJU LAURIE 
XMM TOM 
XPE MIKE 
GW4 XQH_ JOHN 
XUZ RAY 
XV RON 
XVE JOHN 
XVF RICHARD 
XZM_ DES 
YEP TED 
YFD FRANK 
YGB  JUREK 
YJB RON 
YLB OSIM 
YLL RON 
YMB MALCOLM 
YNU JOHN 
YRF KEN 
YRP IAN 
YRS GERRY 
YSX STEWART 
YVH ALAN 
YZO JOHN 
ZDD = DEREK 
ZE FRANK 
ZFZ GORDON 
ZIB TONY 
ZIJ MIKE 
ZLX KEN 
ZNN WALLY 
ZNR DEREK 
ZQ HANS 
7ZQS GEO 
ZRZOIAN 
ZVNL HENRY 
ZVR TONY 
ZWF JOHN 
Corrections? 


2628 Lilac St. Longview, WA 
98632 


The International Morse Preservation Society 


and 
FISTS C.W. CLUB 


Dear ' 
You have been sponsored for membership of the above club and it is my great pleasure 
to enclose herewith the membership application form. 


There has long been a demand for an organizations such as this not only to fill the void 
left by the declining numbers of ex-professional operators but to nurture the interests of 
those who are drawn to the mode but lack the operating skills. It' s just these Amateurs who 
would otherwise be tempted to exchange the key for a microphone if the satisfactions and 
pleasure of Morse were to be denied them by a lack of opportunity. Such opportunity is rare 
when one is a beginner and the bands appear to be populated by c.w. signals which are well 
beyond their limited skills. 

FISTS is peopled by those whose love of N.orse has urged them on to encourage the 
beginner. to dispel those initial moments of fear and help them reach out for a joy known only 
to a small minority of Radio Amateurs. 

A love of MORSE and a concern fer its perpetuation are the only requisites for member- - 
ship. There is no specific speed requirement and neither is membership of the RSGB or other 
National body demanded. The aims of the club are: 


a) To further the use of Morse Code on the bands © 
b) To encourage the newcomer to the mode 
c) To engender friendships within the membership 


You will appreciate that in order to effect these goals. the club must render itself open to 
the novice operator and have a healthy sprinkling of Veterans to encourage them. 

Your subs are due on the anniversary of the month in which you joined. There will be 
approximately 12 newsletters per year which will depend largely on your own contributions 
and you are encouraged to offer comments and observations. 

We have our own QSL bureau which distributes members cards free as far as is possible 
and members may also chose to adopt the club QSL card. 

In addition, we have a talking newsletter for those who are visually handicapped. 

One of the greatest spin-offs of a club of this nature is the firm and lasting friendships 
which are a direct result of membership and consequent on-air contacts. You are encour- 
aged not only to meet other members on the air but, if the opportunity is there, on a Social 
basis also. Should you wish to invite your current friends to join the club, you are at liberty to 
nominate them bearing in mind the criteria mentioned above. 

We look forward to receiving your reply. 


73 de Heo G3ZQS 


FISTS C.W. Club 


Membership Application Form 


Callsign. Name on the Air 
Mailing Name and Address: 


The following info provides a synopsis of members’ working conditions: 


Rig(s) 


Antennas 


Other club affiliations (ARRL, RSGB,etc) 


Other interests 


Birthdate Phone 

Are you visually handicapped2___- 
Email address (if applicable) 
Packet address (if applicable} 
Date Your sponsor (if applicable) 
Signature 


Please enclose annual subs of $15 (U.S. funds) 


Please make checks payable to FISTS CW club and return to: 
Nancy Kott WZ8C, POB 47, Hadley MI 48440-0047 USA 


HOW DO tT... 


_.. ORDER CLUB SUPPLIES? Irene WO8E 44609 N. Bunker Hill Dr.Clinton Twp, MI 48038 has 
gold logo stickers, 200 for $5; Blue enamel/gold metal clasp-back logo pins $3.50; Cloth logo patches 3" 
octagon shaped $1.50 Rubber stamps with the FISTS logo for use with an ink pad (not included) for $5. "I 
Support KNOW Code" buttons for .75 FISTS Logo mugs are currently out of stock. These prices DO 
include first class postage. 

GET AN UP-TO-DATE MEMBERLIST? The list is printed in the KeyNote twice a year and is 
also on the Web page. A printed updated list may be obtained by sending $1 (to defray costs- it’s 10 pages 
long) to Ed N7CFA 2628 Lilac Street, Longview WA 98632. Corrections to Ed at n7cfa@kalama.com 

_..GET ON THE FISTS ON-LINE Email LIST? Send your Email address with your name/call/ 
FISTS number to blafont@tir.com 

...GET/SEND FISTS OSL CARDS Via BURO? Stan K4UK, with the assistance of the Franklin 
County Amateur Radio Club handles FISTS QSL bureau. Sort your outgoing FISTS cards by call area, 
then alphabetically and mail to K4UK, 1020 Long Island Dr, Moneta VA 24121. To receive cards you may 
have waiting at the bureau, send K4UK a few SASEs. QSLs will NOT be sent to you unless you have sent 
in an SASE or made arrangements with Stan. His Email is stanreas@rev.net 

...RENEW MY KEYNOTE SUBSCRIPTION? Send a check/M.O. made out to FISTS for $15/year 
to Nancy WZ8C POBox 47 Hadley MI 48440. What’s the Family Plan? All CW folks at the same 
OTH can belong to FISTS for one subscription fee of $15. You will each have your own FISTS 
number, but only one Keynote will be mailed per address. Student rate = $10 ifnot ina Family Plan. 

_.. SPONSOR A DX FISTS? DX FISTS have a separate block of numbers, their Keynote is mailed 
from Geo G3ZQS. Send their info to Geo 119 Cemetery Rd, Darwen Lancs, BB3 2LZ; he'll send them a DX 
application . 

... HAVE AN APPLICATION OR_NEWSLETTER SAMPLE SENT TO FRIENDS? Send their 
address Joe KSHLR 29 Melrose Dr, Marrero LA, 70072. Pse enclose $1 if sample Keynote is requested. An 
application is also available, in text format, for downloading on our Web page http://www.FISTS org 

APPLY FOR THE CENTURY or WAS AWARD? Send a list of contacts (call, FISTS #, date, 
band) and power used to Joe N3LBC, 222 E Bertsch St, Lansford PA 18232. Don't submit QSLS. There 
is no charge to FISTS members for the regular Century Award. If you are applying for the Golden/Diamond 
Century or the Platinum, send your request directly to HQ in England (1 19 Cemetery Rd, Darwen Lancs 
England BB3 2LZ) including sufficient return postage. 7 

_.. VOLUNTEER FOR or GET A CODE BUDDY? Ed WA3WSJ 775 Moonflower Reading PA 
19606 

_. SHARE COMPUTER SOFTWARE? Joe WZ8U 5428 Bolander Grand Blanc MI 48439 

...GET MY PHOTO ON THE PHOTOPAGES? Senda snapshot of yourself to Ken W8ROG 44609 
N. Bunker Hill Dr.Clinton Twp, MI 48038 

...GET A COPY OF FISTS PRESENTATION to give at my local club meeting? This program is 
currently suspended until another volunteer is found to over the mailing/tracking of the presentation kits! 

... FIND THE WEB PAGE? _hittp://www.FISTS.org 

_. SUGGEST IDEAS FOR THE WEB PAGE? Contact Bill KK4KF at bjmyers@arc.net 

"ORDER FISTS CLUB OSL CARDS? send SASE to WX9X at 354 West St, Valparaiso IN 46383 

_.ORDER A FISTS CLUB ID BADGE? Our club badge is dark blue, with FISTS logo in gold and 
your name, FISTS number, callsign and "Int'l Morse Preservation Society” in white. They are $6.95 post- 
paid from The Signman of Baton Rouge 879 Castle Kirk Dr, Baton Rouge LA 70808; email nvSa@aol.com 

A non-engraved, laminated club badge is available from Bruce Eichmann W2BE, 204 E. Lake Blvd, 
Medford NJ 08055. Cost is $4.75, NJ residents $5.00 because of tax. 

... IMPROVE MY CODE SPEED and MEET LOTS OF NEW FRIENDS? Join FISTS! Get in- 
volved in the nets and activities! 

COC SHES SOEHEHSSSHEHOHSEHSEHSEHSHHSHHHHHHOHHESHEHOSHHHESHCOHHHOOEO® 
The Keynote is published approximately monthly by Nancy Kott WZ8C, P.O. Box 47, Hadley MI 48440-0047 
Email: nancy@tir.com W2Z8C reserves the right to edit submissions for space,clarity and topic suitability. Com- 
mentsnotattrbutal to another are written by WZ8C. Articles from The Keynote may be reprinted if credit is 
given to the original author. 
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